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He that hath an car, let him hear what the Spirit saith wnto the churches.—Jesus Christ. 


Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partahers of her sins, and. that ye receive not of hey 
| plagues.—A Voice from Heaven. ‘ 
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Three weeks ago we showed that one 
thing absolutely needful in the world 
was an inspired head—an Apostle, Pro- 


et, Seer, and Revelator, to 

Sakae But that is not the 
only n if' the world is to ad- 
vance in the perfect ways of truth and 
wisdom. Just as as a heayen- 
inspired leader, is obedience to the word 

will of that leader, or the world 
may as well be without him. | 
_ How is the world situated at the pre- 
sent time, in to the principle of 
obedience to authority? Not a jot better 
to having a “great man” 
ht man” for a ruler. 


rejoices in be- 


not sent to this world to waste their time 
in trifles, but to perfect themselves in the 


Another Ching 

} its people, is disobedience, This may be 
accounted 4 strong assertion. But truth 
is always strong. In what do the Eng- 
lish glory more than in their darling prin- 
ciple of “ check and counter-check.” The 
Queen or King, the Lords, and the Com- 
mons are each a check and a dead weight 
upon the others. Ney, Englishmen could 
not tolerate a Parhament minus of an 
Hh sol Just as sensible would a 
wagonet be were he to put one half of his 
team at Wore part of fis wagon, and the 

us look at England, which méets, ni much for patch busi- 
ing reckoned the most Nberal nation in | ness, a§ to revel in its E Peng: 
the old world. Do the people of these | talk.’ Daye oF presiows, 
& proper towards perfection . ts, “exp 4,” and “ 
let it that mankind were necessitous 
measure cothe up to be considered, it is so 
ee ee So far from: the ition, that. | time it has run 
people England exhibiting a perfect neompromising gauntlet, if it does 
ience, a unanimity of obedience, it ia | gét through, It is often so metamorphosed 
well known that in no other country im | as to be scarcely rect its Pareto 
hearts of the people. The vary of val, or 
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Who ishe? What is his merit? 

was not Sach a One appointed instead 
Favouritism!” &c. Just as the 
man having authority to make such ap- 
pointment, was under stri i 


ples. He is -amenable to 
religious on | commu- 

nity the spirit of i 


1! 


fluential and untiring. The urc 


. 


=} bs 


- 
ve 


ANOTHER THING NEEDFUL—OBEDIENCE, 


tion to answer everybody's questions 
ys 


— thy | 

a thing to ’ urges an- 
other instead. He offers on & 
matter which she thinks she 
more abeut than he, and 
advice is-demurred to or 


lood and bones of the 
that it manifests itself 


to return the compliment. But the mat- 
ter can be carried much closer than this. 
There are thousands of wives who would 
‘consider themselves outrageously insulted 
they were told that ray 
it it mani- 
i conduct ¢vpry 
e husband makes a ition; he 
to 
renounceallegiance to the Church of Rome. a 
The ‘Dissenters *aecount ‘themselves at thus does ‘he find that his 8 obedience 
liberty to reject the wegen Be the | consists in the appearance rather than the 
Church of England. Some of the Dissen- | reality. In fact the spirit of disobedience 
ters believe that every congregation is a to- such held on man- 
pros See itself—a ae community | kind that it-really seems to descend from 
re no other religious t to child, and to be in the 
ity igious matters. some times in some 
again consider themselves sufficient to who really do try to obey, but disobey al- 
point their own minister or -leader, and most ind it is a 
ae a not, as it | question whether several generations must 
puits their fancy. Nay, these go further | not expire - before this formidable evil is 
for after having “appointed head | thoronghly eradicated from the systems 
an not exhibit the most | 
oiling of the spirit of in of itis 
deg | to go into family, of ie 
can by the hody—aay the hands and | kind thousands can be found, where young 
feat, 18 Cex an ysindtural method, men and maidens, and even young children 
what, cannot be by the | make no scruple: of disobeying, nay, con- 
body—sehy ‘the fin, is | many where the sop is master, or 
poken, ‘Of 5. in, a ing, or not, w 
noting lee micide, tote excep to find the 
No. Borie ise ‘Does not the youth often 
| log for he Sine to come when. e 
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ANOTHER THING NEEDFUL—OBEDIENCE. 


and “ ility,” and the last in elo- 
uent words and 
but death is there inevitably. The, ser- 
vants of God may come in rude and hum- 
ble habit, and the principles of truth may 
be presented from unpolished and stam- 
mering lips, but the refreshing influences 
_of life and salvation are as surely there, 
and their power is as certainly felt. When- 
ever a servant of God delivers his 
to a people, the Spirit of God invariably 
bears witness to truth of the same, 
and every honest heart may realize for his 
own satisfaction that life and salvation 
and truth and God are there. And every 
step which a man takes in obe Sia 
e 


hteousness 
of that course. Dreams, visions, revela- 
tions, tongues, and the in 
thereof, the ministration of 

ledge, wisdom, deliverance in exigencies, 
salvation all the day long, an increase of 
life, vigour, and power—these are the 
constant evidences which every man may 
receive for himself when he is living in 
of obedience. With all these 
clouds of witnesses before a man, you may 


ce? says pture. 
How will this be brought about? It is 
the Lord’s work, and He has already com- 
menced it. First of all, He appointed a 
ence, for 


and preach to the 
obedience to the 


earth, and is the veritable Father of the hu- 


. race; and then to gather those to- 
gether who were desirous, that they might 
e the Lord’s people. Some, the 
time it is told them, realize that the mes- 
sage of these servants of God is true, and 
can be ad Such men gather at 
once together, that they may the more per- 


| 


fashion of the world, | 


Such will 


and compulsion. 
learn, by the working of events, that their 


own of government cannot 
serve them on the earth, much less 
ect sys— 
i to 


Him. God has set His hand to bring all the 
inhabitants of the earth to a speedy know~ 
ledge that obedience to Him is their best, 
policy. those who are slow to re- 
alize this fact, He will stir up to a seriou 
consideration, and even to a conviction, 
it, by the eventful nature of His 
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fectly develope those principles, and enjoy 
the Blessings they bring. Others do not 
realize’ the truth of those principles, but 
; ine there is no difference between 

gates to act for Him, brings its own tes- _ 
wars, earthquakes, violence, &c. Sa 
perfectly conclusive and unanswerable 
will these arguments be, that a 
with their crowns, and merchants wi 
their riches, will come bending before the 
servants of God im Zion. Indeed so ge 
as well attempt to nade him that the 
sun never chives, oe that he has no exist- a 
ence, as that the path he is pursuing— 
obedience to God, is not the wisest and 
the best path he could pursue, and, in 
short, the only way to eternal life, salva- 
tion, and happiness. 
Will the time ever come when all the 
earth will be on the of 
OF UDC | DIT. *) 70d. 
that his obedience before d salva- 
he was called and (te ypebe! the Lord. | tion will be wielded by the combined 
That man, Joseph Smith, received autho- | riads of Adam’s children. Who =e 
rity and instruction from the Lord to go, | alize the extent of that power? HEE 
or appoint others to go, into all the world | wondrous works will they be able HE 
BRE prs principles of | complish! The pyramids of 
who created the a mye monuments of past ex 
ee | will be forgotten before the 
the reign of obedience. The 
worldly potentates will be ob. 
their own pigmy labours, when 
manifested before their eyes the 
lous ag of the truth—*“ Obe« 
dience is than sacrifice, and te 
hearken than the fat of rams.” y 


> 


ted to hear me by my request. 
uri Senators and Representatives 


‘were invited to attend. Dr. Linn, and Mr. 


I told them firstly, that I 
suffering people, who hed been deprived, 
with myself, of their rights in Mits- 
zouri; who num like fifteen 
thousand sonls; and not only they, but 
many others were deprived the rights 

to them by the Constitution of 
tie United States. At least the amount of 
ene hundred and fifty thousand free-born 
‘eitizens are deprived the enjoyment of citi- 
wenship in each or every State ; that we had 
mo ingress in the State of Missouri; nor 
eould any of us have, only at the expense of 
onr lives; and this. by the order of the 
ecutive. 
then took their own declaration of the 
» of our expulsion; referred them to 


. P. Pratt’s pamphlet, which I held in my 


hand ; then showed that the first accusation 
therein contained, was on account of our re- 


digtous tenets; furthermore, that the others | subj 


I went on to 
prove that whole. persecution, from be- 
inning to end, was grounded on our reli- 


faith. For evidence of this, I referred! 

to Porter Rockwell’s testimony, and. 

P. Powell's. I stated that there was abun- 

dant testimony to prove this to be a fact,. 
documents. 


then a brief history of the perse- 


honourable body (the Congress), believing 
them to be honourable men. 

I demanded from them a restitution of all 
our ata ae and privileges as citizens of the 
U States, and damages for all the losses 
we had sustained in consequence of our 
persecutions and expulsion from the State; 
and told them we could have recourse no 
where else on earth that I knew of ; that we 
could not sue an army of soldiers, neither 


how far they had not; but 
had, we clainied the exercise 


relief ; for we were an injured people. 


favour; but afterwards learned that it was 

impossible to live among them, for they stele 

their urs’ hogs; and there being so 
believed ‘ 


to answer one thing, viz, : 
of Missouri did not refnse 


598 HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH, 
(Continued from page 585.) 
[February, 1840.] 
Friday, 7th. Council 
trose voted to all brethren 
Sve it that Branch of the 
| 16th. Elder Young tarried 
at Elder Pratt's, 58 Mott Street, N. Y., State to our final expulsion. I also stated. 
and Elder Kimball arrived there this | that the society were industrious, inoffenaive, 
mor ning. and innocent of crime; had.the “ Times and 
| Thursday, 20th. Judge Higbee, I left | Seasons,” from which I:read Governor La~ 
at Washington, and he wrote me as fol- | cas’ letter to Alanson Ripley. I also refer- 
jows— red to Judge Young's letter from Pike 
County, the clerk's, and others, 
Washington City, Feb. 20th, 1840. | our character in their section of country. 
Dear Brother—I have just returned from | gave them some hints of the Haun’s mill. 
the Committee Room, wherein I spoke about | massacre, and the murder of the two little 
one hour anda half. There were but three | beys, but referred them more particularly 
of the committee present, for which I am very | to the documents for information concerning 
aorry. I think they will be obliged to aeknow- | those things ; and furthermoére that I had not 
ledge the justice of our cause. They paid | come here to instruct them in what they 
good attention; and I think my remarks | were to do in the case, but to present them 
an — with the facts—ha all confidence in this 
Jamieson attended, and God gave meco 
so that I was not intimidated by them. Dr. 
Linn, I thought, felt a little uneasy at times ; 
but manifested a much better spirit after- 
coukl we go inte the State to sue any one 
else. I told them that,I knew not how far 
Congress had jurisdiction in this case, or 
of it fer our 
| Jamieson said he was once inthe “ Mormons’” 
ments was one thing, and proving them was 
another. Mr. Linn then said he wished me 
If the Legislature 
to investigate the 
os ect of our difficulties solely on account 
of the trials then pending. In reply I as- 
sured him that I knew they had refused us 
an investigation; but as to that being the 


cause, I did not know, but told him they 
might have done it when those trials were 
discharged. He seemed to think it injustice 
for Congress to take it up before the Legis- 
lature had acted on it. : shin 

I occupied all bat a few minutes of the 
time when the Senate were to go into ses- 
sion, so they adjourned until the morrow at 
ten o'clock, when the Missourians are to 
reply. Mr. Lina observed, that there was a 

tleman whom he would have before the 
committee on the morrow, who lived in the 
upper part of Missouri, that knew every- 
thing relative to the affair. I presume 
is to put in his gab. I suppose I must at- 
tend the committee, as I am solicited by the 
chairman ; but I would rather take a flog- 
ging ; because I must sit still, and hear a 
volubility of lies concerning myself and 
brethren. Lies I say, for they have nothing 
but lies to tell, that will in the least degree 
justify their conduct in Missouri. Mr. Linn 
said he had written to Missouri, to get all. 
the evidence taken before Judge King; so 
that if the thing must come up, he would 
be prepared to have a full investigation of 
the matter, and that the Committee should 
have power to send for persons, papers, 
&c., &. 

In my remarks I stated that an Article of 
the Constitution was violated in not grant- 
ing compulsory process for witnesses in be- 
half of the prisoners; and that the main 
evidence adduced, upon which they were 
committed, (as I understood,) wasfrom Dr. 
Avard, who once belonged to our society, 
and was compelled to swear as suited them 
best, in order to save his life; that I knew 
him to be a man whose character was the 
worst I ever knew in all my associations or 
intercourse with mankind; and that I had 
evidence by affidavits before them, of five or 
six respectable men, to prove that all he 
swore to was false. 

‘Brethren and sisters, I want your especial 
prayers, that God may give me wisdom to 
manage this case according to His will, and 
that He will protect me from our foes, both 
publicly aid privately. 

Yours in the bonds of love, 
HiGBEE. 


Friday. 


Washington City, Feb. 21st, 1840. 
Dear Brethren—I have just returned again 
from the Committee Room. Mr. Linn and 


Mr. Jamieson made some remarks, to which 
Ireplied. Mr. Linn is much more mild and 


 Bensonabile (mostly perhaps from policy) than 


Mr. Jamieson, who related a long lingo of 
stuff, which he said was proven before the 
Legislature, which amounted to about this: 


that Joseph Smith gave the “ Mormons” liber- | 
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told them, that it all 
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to them; 
as they were léraelites, Upon the strength 
plied that the Jackson County people in 
theit declaration of causes that induced 
them to unite in order to drive the “ Mor- 
mons,” the crime of stealing, or trespassing, 
was 10t mentioned; and thére was no doc- 
ket, either clerk’s or justice's, that could 
show it, in Jackson, Clay, Caldwell, or in 
Davies Counties ; and that no man ever heard 
such teaching or doctrine from Joseph 
Smith, or any other “Mormon;” that we 
held to no such doctrine, neither believed in 
any such 

mentioned some things contained in our 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants; Govern- 
ment and Laws in general. I told them we 
had published long ago our belief on that 
subject. fome things I recollected, which 
were that all persons should obey the laws of 
the government under which they lived, and 
that ecclesiastical should not be 
ercised to control our civil rights in any 
way; particularly that ecclesiastical power 
should only be used in the Church; and 
then no further than fellowship was concern- 
ed. I think they injured their cause to-day. 
There is another appointment for them on 
the morrow, at 10 o'clock. Their friend 
they said was sick, consequently could not 
attend to-day. Mr. Linn said he thought it 
would be time enough to take it up in 
Congress when they conld not get justice 
from the State; and that he was confident 
there was a disposition in the State of Mis- 
souri to do us justice, should we apply ; that 
the reason of their refusing to investigate 
before, was, the trials of the were 
pending; and further said, (when 
of the trials before Judge King,) that he un- 
derstood from gentlemen that the prisoners 
commended the Judge for his clemency and 


fair dealing towards them; and acknow- 


ledged they were guilty in part of the charge 
preferred against them. Mr. Linn said he 


presumed I was not present, when said 


men were tried. I ed in the negative, 
that I was not there, neither anybody else 
that could be a witness in their favour. 
The layyers. advised them to keep away if 
they desired the salvation of their lives. I 
observed that I had read the of 
the but did not now recollect 
them; but since yesterday I have been re- 
flecting on the subject, and recollect a con- 
versation I had with Mr. Harvey Redfield, 


who was the bearer of the petition to Jeffer~ 
| son City, aad’ he informed me that the rea- 
ons why they refused an investigation, was 
on account of the Upper Missouri members 
being so violently opposed to it, that they 
} used their utmost exertions, and finally suc- 
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ceeded in getting a majority against it; and | could not get their trials in the 
the reason of their taking this conrse was, | wherein they desired; for they were f 
in consequence of one of their members be- | to go to Boone, whereas they desired to 
ing in the massacre at Haun’s mill, viz, Mr, | have their trials in Palmyra, where they 
Ashley; and Cornelius Gilliam was a leader | could get their witnesses, as that was onl 
of the first mob in Davies County, which | sixteen miles from the river, and the o 
the militia were called out to suppress. was a great distance. He said that Judge 
Mr. Linn said if it must come out in Con- | King certainly would not go contrary to 
gress, it should be fully investigated, and | law. I told him there were some affidavits 
they, er 24 5 should have power to | in those documents that would tell him some 
send for persons and papers; for if we have | things very strange concerning Judge King. 
a right to claim damages of the United Mr. Linn then wished to aoe if ee affida. 
States, so had they, if all were true con- | vits were from anybody else save “ Mormons.” 
cerning the acts alleged against the “ Mor- | I replied that there were some othera; but 
mons ;” that they had a right to ask the Go- how many I knew not. He then wanted to 
vernmer@ to pay thé war against the “Mor- , know how they were certified; whether any 
mons ;” but finally seemed to disapprove of clerk's name was attached in the business. 
the exterminating order, which was admit- | I told him they were well authenticated by 
ted to have existed by Mr. Jamieson, or was the Courts of Record, with the Clerk’s name 
issued by their Legislature, but that no one attached thereto. ) 
ever thought of carrying it into effect. He After these things and some others were 
said that General Clark merely advised the said, the committee refused to consult on 
“‘ Mormons” to leave the State. To which I the subject. Only the same three attended 
replied, General Clark’s speech was before that were in yesterday. The Chairman ob- 
them ; that I had stated some of its contents served that they had not expressed any 
yesterday ; and if it were necessary, I could | opinion relative to the subject : but observed 
prove it by four or five hundred vits. | his mind was made up in relation to the 
Then Mr. Jamieson stated something | matter. I think, from all I have discovered, 
about the prisoners making their escape, | Mr. Smith of Indiana will be on the side of 
and that he had no doubt but that they justice; but how the thing will terminate I 
could have a fair trial in Missouri, for the | cannot tell. Mr. Crittenden and Mr. Strange 
Legislature, to his certain knowledge, passed | are the two absent members of the Com- 
a law whereby they had a right to choose | mittee. 


any County in the State to be tried in. To . Yours in the bond of love, 
which I replied, that I understood such a Exiss HIGREE. 
law was passed; but notwithstanding, they e 


_ (To be continued.) 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1855. 

EmicRatioy.—As the usual season for emigration of the Saints is agéin approaching, 
we shall lay before them from time to time such items of counsel and instruction on 
the subject as may be suggested to us. On the 2nd of May last, immediately after 
the sailing of our last vessel, the William Stetson, a new Emigrant Act of the United 
States came into force in European ports, and on the Ist October anew Act of the Bri- 
tish Parliament on the same subject also comes into operation. How far these Acts will 
affect the cost of emigration to the United States, we have not yet been able to de- 
termine. We think, however, they will not materially increase it. When we learn 
particulars we shall make them known to the Saints. of 

What ways and means shall be adopted in order to accomplish the removal of the 
reatest number of Saints from these lands is now a subject for the deepest considera- 
tion, and it demandsthe most thorough and efficient action of all who are willing to 
exert themselves for their own salvation and the building up of God’s kingdom. 
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In the first place we ask all the Saints who are desirous of ‘gathering, have 
you, during the past season, made it your study and business to accomplish some- 
thing towards your emigration? Or have you carelessly passed it by, leaving it 
to some mere chance in the future?) Have you acted as though you expected the 
Lord to do that for you which you have not considered worthy of your own exertions? 
Or have you laboured faithfully to accomplish your own salvation on the principlé 
that “the Lord helps those who help themselves?” These are questions which the 
Saints should ask themselves in the most searching spirit of inquiry—they should 
ascertain their real position in the matter, and act accordingly. On their answer 
to these questions, and their action on those answers, their salvation depends.. | 

As strong as the desire of the Saints is almost universally to gather, there are com- 
paratively few who have gone to work systematically to accomplish it. Owing to the 
organization and general routine of society in this country, there is one quite general 
characteristic of the people, and particularly of the labouring class, who depend for 
subsistence on a weekly income, and that is, to spend that income, whether it be much 
or little. We are aware that with many of the Saints the means of living are very 
limited, but with these fortune sometimes changes for the better for a time; then, if 
they would study and practise a rigid economy, they might be able to lay by something 
towards their emigration; and when another opportunity offered, they might make 
additions to it. There are thousands, who, if they had pursued this coursé for the 
past few years, would now have sufficient means to take them to the United States. 
There are many others whose labour generally brings them a more liberal reward. 
These, from long habit, and apparently without considering that they might do other- 
wise, live fully as liberal as their income, whereas if they would carefully take their 
expenditures into consideration, they might save from one to ten shillings a-week, 
without curtailing themselves in the needful comforts of life. Eighteen pence a-week, 
saved for one year, would generally pay the passage of one person to the United 
States. There are many Saints who with care and consideration could save from 
that to five times as much. In this way, through the blessings of the Lord, they 
could have already accomplished their deliverance, while they have been waiting 
and praying for somebody else to do it for them. One of the first lessons for a Saint 
to learn is how to accomplish the greatest possible amount of good with the resources 
at his command. This is a Godlike principle, and one which the Saints have to learn 
practically. The best possible use of blessings already bestowed, is the best guarantee 
the Lord can have that more would be made a good use of. _ 

We might go much further into this subject of practical economy, but it is said 
_ that “a hint to the wise is sufficient.” We trust that this will induce some to 
thoroughly take the subject into consideration, and study to see where theygan stop 
up the small leaks in their financial affairs, and to begin to stretch out their faith 
and works in earnest to help themselves, and perchance the Lord will take cognizance 
of their diligence, and open their way before them more abundantly. 

The Lord never yet gave a commandment to His people, but what, if they would 
go to with full purpose of heart and try to obey it, they could do so. The com- 
mandment to gather out to the land of America is just as binding on the Saints, so 
far as it is possible for them to accomplish it, as it was in the first place to be bap-~ 
tized for the remission of sins. If the Saints would lay hold of the subject with the 
faith that it is their privilege to exercise, the very elements would be moved upon to 
accomplish their deliverance. The time has been when the Lord suffered Satan to 
stir up the enemies of His people to drive them out from their midst, and to purify 
them in the furnace of affliction, until they were humbled before Him, and would 
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seek with all their hearts-to keep His commandments. Should the Lord in His wis- 
dom permit this-to be the case in this land, hundreds of the Saints, who do not think 
it possible to emigrate by their own exertions, would then find means to do so. 

We say to the Pastors, and the Presidents of Conferences and Branches, that great 
responsibilities devolve on you in assisting the Saints to accomplish their deliverance. 
- Wewish you all, under the direction of those who are over you, to consider that you 

have a special mission from this time to look after the condition of the Saints under 
your care. Seek diligently yourselves of the Lord, to give you wisdom and discern- 
ment, that you may-be able to counsel the Saints how to dispose of their effects to 
the best. advantage, economise their means, and get away if it is possible ‘for them 
to do so. Make it your business to see how many of those who are desirous to emi- 
Those who can go through 

to the Valley should do so by all means, and it is equally obligatory for those who can, 
to go to the States, and there endeavour to accumulate means to complete their 
journey. 

There are, no doubt, many Saints who this fall can raise sufficient means to land 

_ them in New York or Philadelphia, yet who, if they wait a few months longer to accu- 
mulate a little more money in order to land there with some in their pockets, will find 
it deerease instead of increase, and thus, by delaying their emigration too long, lose 
the opportunity of accomplishing it at all the coming season. We wish the Pastors 
and Presidents to look particularly after such cases, and remind such Saints that, if 
they have sufficient to land them in the United States, they have sufficient to enable 
them to keep the commandment to gather to America, and, if they trifle with the 
subject, even the opportunity that they have may depart, not soon to return. It is 
the business of a Saint to keep the commandments of the Lord, and leave the conse- 
quences with Him. The harvest in the United States has been a most abundant 
one, and it is quite evident that provisions must be plentiful and cheap, and no doubt 
it: will be much easier than it was last year to obtain the means of subsistence, and 
from the accounts we have seotivel those who went out then have been greatly 
blessed and 

By the first of May next we dicire: that there be in Britain no Latter-day Saints 
_‘Who.can possibly raise the means to land them on the other side of the Atlantic. We 
wish the Pastorsand Presidents of Conferences to consider this the wtimatum—the great 
object to be aecomplished, and let no exertion, no pains be spared in order to attain 
it. We wish all the Saints who have no prospect of going through to the Valley the 
coming year, and can go to the States, to get away at as early a date as possible, that 
they may not be overtaken with the difficulties and privations of another winter, and 
be compalled to expend here the little they may have accumulated. Provisions have 
always-been cheaper, and the demand for labour greater, as a general thing, in 
the United States, both in: winter and summer, than in this country, and the chances 
are greatly in favour of as early a-removal there as possible. 

As soon as any have coneluded to emigrate, let them forward their deposits to this. 
Office, with the name, age, and place of nativity of each person for whom appli- 
cation is made. A vessel will ‘be chartered as soon as a sufficient number of passen- 
gers can be obtained to fill ene. : 

Neo doubt similar questions to the following often arise in the minds of the Saints, 
“Why this urgency for us to gather out of this country? What is the use of going 
to New York-or Philadelphia, when we:can go no further? Why can we not wait 
until we can go through to the Valley?” - We do not profess to understand this subs 


Ject-in all its important bearings. and fatare effects. Time only cam develope theses 


4nd these developments, like everything else pertaining to this kingdom, will be as 
stimulate every Saint to action, who lives in the spirit of his 

ed by the sacred associations cf the past. It is enriched with the blood and de- 
cayed generations of an immense multitude of the chosen seed of Father Abraham. 
To them the Lord has promised it as an everlasting inheritance, and after Japheth has 
dwelt in the tents of Shem long enough, he will have to give back the possession to 
the rightful owners. The Lord is again tarning His favour to those remnants of 
Jacob who have been trodden down and oppressed by the Gentiles, and the time is 
not far off when they will take possession of the inheritance of their fathers. What 
is more natural than that the Lord should gather together their brethren of the same 
blood, and consequently heirs to the same promises, on the same land, that His king- 
dom may be established in strength, glory, and power; that the law may go forth from 
Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem, to rule the whole earth in right- 
eousness? America is the natural home of the Saints. That is the place where the 
Lord’s house is tobe built, where the richest of heaven’s present blessings may be 
and where the glorious anticipations of the future will be realized by the 
faithful. It is the land of freedom, where, although the present corrupt people who 
occupy it may suffer from anarchy and revolution, because they abuse the blessings of 
heaven, it has been decreed that no earthly king shall ever reign. It matters not 
where Latter-day Saints are born, whether in the ice bound regions of Norway or 
Lapland, in Alpine valleys, on the sunny plains of Italy, among the Boors of South 
Africa, or amid the jungles of India, their nationality beoomes merged in the kingdom 
of God, their hearts yearn to tread the soil made sacred with the blood of their bre- 
thren and sisters, of their Prophet and Patriarch, and, as they think of Zion yet to 
be redeemed and made glorious, they long to share in the toils and blessings of their 
beethren. Their voices ascend to heaven, crying, “How long, O Lord, shall the 
wicked tread.down the heritage of thy people, and the blood of innocence go un- 
avenged?” Every impulse of the heart of the Saint, every hope of the future, says, 
“ Gather up to the land of America.” 

Above all, the Lord has commanded it, and He will not be triffed with. The Spirit 
whispers, “Obey, for obedience is better than sacrifice,” and the day has come when 
judgment follows close on the heels of the transgressor. Those of the Saints who aré 
careless and indifferent with regard to the counsels of the servants of the Lord, will 
soon find that His spirit is forsaking them, and that they are left to wander in dark. 
ness and suffer with the wicked without hope of deliverance. 

Besides the fond hopes and glorious anticipations of the fature, which induce the 
Saints to look to the western world as their final home, and the place where the Lord 
will make Himself the most abundantly manifest, there are other weighty considerations 
in the matter, which demand serious attention. While endeavouring to save 
themselves, it is of the greatest importanee te build up the kingdom of God by using 
the most efficient means for bringing others into it. One of the most effectual methods 
for accomplishing this is, for the Saints to gather from these lands as fast as possible. 
f they could rise up en masse and quit this country during the coming year, and leave- 
mone but the Elders behind to preach, without purse and scrip, among the 
Gentiles, it would do more towards bringing people to obey the Gospel than all the 

the Saints can do by remaining, But say some, “That is a curious idea, thas 
we should be in the way of other people’s salvation.” Strange though it be, it is none 
the less true, and there are several reasons for it, which are plainly manifest. The 
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people in Britain have had precept upon precept, until the Word has become a’ démt 
letter to thousands, and the most pungent testimony that can now be given: themiis 
that of the gathering. When people see their neighbours and friends sell off their 
effecta, leave country, relations, and friends, endure perils by sea, and a long: and 
tedious journey by land, in obedience to revelation, for ‘the purpose of finding a place 
where they can keep more perfectly the precepts which they believe and teach,.it 
arouses their minds.to serious reflection. They will begin to think, “ Surely’ that 
man’s. religion cannot be a mere phantom of the imagination, a castle in the‘air.” 
Thus the minds of men will be led to search after 

Again, there are many Saints in Britain who have been sitong tn the Chanel tui 
der a similarity of circumstances, that their progress is extremely slow, and others 
have stopped progressing altogether, and are going backwards instead of forwards. 
While these Saints are nearly stationaty, or retrograding, the spirit of the work ‘has 
a tendency to advance as rapidly as ever. Those who do not keep.up in their proper 
places, and pull with those who are'‘set to lead, are to that extent a dead weight for 
others to drag along,and a hindrance to the general progress. Let many of these 
emigrate, and as soon as they begin to move they will be thrown into new positions and 
circumstances, and a new channel of experience will open up. © This will again call 
their faith: into lively exercise, increase their confidence in the Lord and: their 

when ihe Lord commands His people to do anything, everything combines to urge 
them to diligence and perseverance in rendering obedience. The judgments of the 
Lord are increasing upon the nations. The elements of wickedness and corruption 
within them are gradually undermining the strength of, and creating weakness and 
debility in, all the organizations of men, physical, moral, and intellectual. Think not 
that because destruction does not come like the whirlwind, the Lord delayeth His 
coming, and all things remain as they were. ~-epmatemee-patecragmataen a 
hideth himself. 

grok lenpertance connected with it, which immediately calls for a large share of 
attention, and that is, the debts which are upon the Conferences and Branches. 
Great efforts should be made at once by the Pastors and Presidents to get old debts 
paid off, that the Saints who are able to emigrate may not leave a burthen upon those 
who remain, which in part belongs to themselves to carry. The instructions given 
last year upon this subject will apply with equal force to" the present time.and 
circumstances. 

We also call the special attention of the Pastors, Presidents, and General Book 
Agents of the Conferences to instructions concerning the financial condition of Oon- 
ferences, as connected with this Office, found on page 153 of Vol. xiii. of the Star, 
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the Saints from Mormon Grove, Atchison, K. T., to Utah, the present season, we 
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Lerrers To New Yorx.—We have been requested by Elder John Taylor, Editor 
of The Mormon, to insert the following—*“ We are constantly receiving letters from 
Europe, addressed to our care, with the postage unpaid. Now, we are willing to 
accomodate men, but we cannot pay their postage, as one out of ten, perhaps, is not 
called for. This is to inform all such persons, that no such letters will be taken 
out of the office by us, in future.”, | 


Derartures.—On the 7th inst.,- President. F. D. Richards left Liverpool for 
London, en route for Switzerland, on a visit to the Swiss and Italian Missions. _— 
Elder Daniel Spencer left Liverpool on the 30th ult., for Copenhagen, on a visit to. 
the Scandinavian Mission. He is accompanied there by Elders Hector C. Haight, 


on his mission, and Joseph A. Young, also on a visit. __ 
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